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1st Lieutenant William Appleton Webb 
Charter Member of Rocky Mountain Lodge No. 205 A.F.&A.M. 

by George F. Winters, Historian 
 

Little is known about William A. Webb’s early days other than he was born in Maine about 1830.  On 
September 1, 18491, Webb enters the Military Academy at West point New York2 

The  1850 Census lists William A. Web age 19,   as a Cadet in 
Class at the U.S. Military Academy3.  He was a graduate of West 
Point, number 35 in his class4  and, on July 1, 1853, received the 
commission of brevet second lieutenant in the  Infantry.  

After graduation, he served in garrison at Fort Columbus located 
on Governors Island between Long Island and Manhattan in 
New York Harbor 1853-1854.5 Then moved onto frontier duty at 
Fort Steilacoom near Lake Steilacoom Washington 1854-1855 
where he is breveted second lieutenant in the  5th Infantry. At 
this post he is responsible for conducting recruits to Texas and 
serves at Fort McIntosh Texas until the hostilities against the 
Seminole Indians 1856-1857 and participates in the skirmish 
near Bowieg’s Town on March 13th, 18576, during the Third 
Seminole War7.   

At the end of the war, Webb and the 5th infantry garrison at 
Jefferson Barracks, Missouri where he is breveted 1st Lieutenant 
on April 1, 18578 

He is with the troops traveling to Utah Territory during 1857. 

1st lieutenant William Appleton Webb was one of the original 
signers on the petition to the Grand Lodge of Missouri to form a 

Lodge at Camp Floyd sometime late in 1858  On the letter requesting a charter, he lists himself as a 
Master Mason, inferring he received his degrees prior to traveling to Utah Territory.   He remains at 
Camp Floyd until the outbreak of the war and when the camp is disbanded in 1860.  He first travels to 
Fort Columbus on Governor’s Island in New York.  He is listed on the Federal 1860 Census, July 24, 1860, 
where 1st Lieutenant Wm A. Webb  is listed in garrison at the U.S. Recruiting Depot9 

He receives  a commission dated May 14, 1861, as captain in the 16th Infantry. He subsequently 
accepted the position of mustering officer and of commissary of subsistence at Chicago, and, under his 
superintendence, many of the regiments which left the city, were organized.  

On July 22, 1861, at Chicago,  the Forty-second Regiment was organized as the 1st Regiment, Douglas 
Brigade, by Colonel William A. Webb10. He was unanimously elected colonel of the first regiment of the 
brigade: a position which he accepted, with the permission of the War Department.  

After conducting the regiment to Missouri, he returned to Chicago to settle the affairs of his office, and 
then leaving it in charge of Lieutenant John Christopher, rejoined his command at Tipton, and after a 
brief period of active service, succumbed to the united influence of exposure, fatigue and typhoid fever 
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on December 24, 1861.  He was buried at Graceland Cemetery11, Chicago, Cook County, Illinois with 
military honors, on December 28, 1861, in Section I, Lot: A, Space: 1. 
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